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'The Great Instauration'

F

ive years ago, when
I sent my first
annual report to
the Deanery, I began with
a tribute to Victor
Thoren, who had died a
month earlier. Since that
time the department has
lost Ed Grant, John
Winnie, and Lin da
Wessels to retirement,
Steven Kellert to com
pet1t10n, and Zeno
Swijtink to Berlin. What
had become a desperate
situation last spring would
have turned into a calam
ity this year, had it not FredChurchillpresents theThorenAwardtoAliceDreger.
been for some extraordiWhen I reflect on what has made this
nary events.
You have previously read that Michael lnstauration possible, I am convinced a
Friedman has joined the faculty of both large share of the credit goes to our
history and philosophy of science and students, past and present. That five of
philosophy as the Ruth Halls Professor our graduates ran for offices in HSS and
in the Humanities. His presence was four in the PSA the same year, was an
instrumental in bringing Michael impressive statistic to broadcast to the
Dickson, a philosopher of quantum Deanery. That our graduate students
mechanics, to the department. Further taught courses and new Topics courses,
more, the Deanery authorized two which are so successful, speaks for itself.
searches at open rank. As a result, Will I have recited the academic and research
iam Newman, a medievalist and histo accomplishments of the students to the
rian of alchemy, and Domenico dean and now to you:
Bertoloni Meli , who specializes in early
"...Our graduate students continue to
modern science, will be joining the de do well in botl1 national and university
partment as associate professors begin competitions. Our second year student
ning in 1996-97. Visiting scholars Elizabeth Green won the 1995 Essay
Gillian Barker and Ken Howell will Award from the Society for the History
teach for us this year.
of Discoveries. Elizabeth was also
So what seemed to be five trying years awarded a three-year NSF Fellowship.
for the chair has ended in a veritable She joins Charles Twardy, also a sec
crescendo. It will be a different depart ond-year student, who in 1995-96 will
ment from what most of you knew, but be in the second year of an NSF fellow
it will be a very exciting one. Many fa ship. Julianne Tuttle and Judy Johns
miliar faces (i.e., those of Grant, Westfall, Schloegel, both at the dissertation writ
Gordon, and Buck) however, are fre ing stage, have won handsome dissertaquently visible in Goodbody Hall.
(continued on page 2)
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t has indeed been a hectic and excit
ing time for me since coming to ill
one year ago. This past year, we
engaged in large-scale job searches in
both history of science and philosophy
of science. And this year, I find myself as
chair of the department in only my sec
ond year in HPS. I sincerely hope that I
will be able to help continue the dra
matic rebuilding effort we began last year.
Fred Churchill has described the re
sults of our history search, which re
sulted in offers of tenured positions to
two particularly distinguished younger
scholars - William Newman, from
Harvard, who accepted our offer this
past summer, and Domenico Bertoloni
Meli, from Cambridge, who, I am happy
to report, has accepted our offer this fall.
Both will be joining us in 1996-97.
On the philosophy side, we have hired
Michael Dickson, a young philosopher
of physics who just received his PhD
from Notre Dame (directed by James
Cushing). This year, Michael is joining
us as a postdoctoral fellow and will be
teaching one course in philosophy of
physics in the spring semester. Ne:>..1:year,
Michael will become an assistant profes
sor, teaching a normal complement of
courses. Despite the fact that he has only
just completed his PhD, Michael has
already published a large number of sig
nificant papers in such journals as Phi
losophy ofScience, Synthese, Foundations of
(continued onpage 2)

