Vegetal AI Ethics: Plant Beings, Gendered Relations, and the Governing Of Artificial Intelligence

Precision agriculture or smart farming refers to the use of automated decision-making systems devoted to improving the profitability and sustainability of agriculture by using computational and information technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI). They often involve sensors for tracking soil and livestock, and satellites, planes, and drones for overhead sensing of plants and crops. While precision agriculture technologies may provide some opportunities for smallholder women farmers, they may also emerge as a new—yet familiar— system of appropriation and control over their labor and knowledge that evokes legacies of colonial extraction and exploitation. Concurrently, there is a need to address how such technologies continue to reinforce plants as mere objects to be optimized and managed, rather than “smart” beings with their own material forces and ways of knowing that shape our worlds. Robust visions for AI governance must consider how precision agriculture and smart farming are potentially managing, surveilling, and optimizing both women farmers and plants in ways that reinforce hierarchies of knowing and being. In this talk, I begin to consider an approach to the governing of AI that takes both gendered relations and vegetal beings into account. 

